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Revitalizing
the 34th
Street
South
Corridor

Foster’s
future
plans for
the city

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Meet St. Pete’s fashionable
district of the future: the
Skyway Marina District.
This is the new name of the
stretch on 34th Street
South from 30th Avenue to
54th Avenue in St. Pete,
which even has a spiffy,
Florida-themed logo featuring the iconic Sunshine
Skyway Bridge at its center.
A steering committee
comprised of business owners and residents brought
up suggestions over a series of summer meetings
concerning this section’s
transformation. An excited
crowd was on hand Oct. 15
at the St. Pete College Allstate Center on 34th Street
South to hear the latest
about the movement to revitalize this area into a
trendy destination for shopping, dining and entertainment.
Gary Jones, the driving
force behind this project
and a planner of economic
development for the city,
touched upon five separate
strategies for making the
vision of the Skyway Marina District a reality. They
included transportation,
streetscape, land use and
design, economic developSee 34TH STREET, page 8

Gordon and White were honored for more than three decades of public service last Fri., Oct. 18
at the Bayfront Hilton in downtown St. Petersburg where Davis was master of ceremonies.




BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

After joining the St.
Petersburg Police Department as cadets on the
same day in 1980, both
Assistant Chief Cedric
Frank Gordon and Detective Sergeant Albert L.
White retired from the
force Sept. 11, after 33
years of service.
A capacity crowd filled
the Grand Bay Room at
the Bayfront Hilton in
downtown St. Petersburg

saying ‘thank you’ because if it weren’t for you,
we would not be here.”
White entertained the
crowd with stories about
his early days on the force
and the trials of being a
cadet. He and Gordon,
White explained, “were
the first African Americans to go through the police academy in a long
time.”
Leon Jackson, a member of the “Courageous
12,” was on hand for the

fete and was acknowledged by Davis as “an inspiration” as one of the 12
individuals who helped
make integration possible
at the St. Petersburg Police Department.
Jackson and 11 other
officers sued the City of
St. Petersburg for racial
discrimination over 40
years ago and won, playing their part in the local
Civil Rights Movement.
Last year Gordon and
See PARTY, page 4

Educational summit tackles Common Core
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The new Common Core
State Standards (CCSS)
have some across the
state in an uproar, while
leaving others wondering
what it all means for their
children. Local advocacy
groups met up this past
Saturday at the Pinellas
County Job Corps, located at 500 22nd Ave. S.,
to break it down for parents. The only problem
was nobody showed up.
“We get tired of talk-

Gary Jones

Oct. 18 to honor their
years of public service.
Former Police Chief
Dr. Goliath Davis, III, who
acted as master of ceremonies for the event,
hired the two men who
became very close friends
while serving on the
force.
“I see on the program
it says ‘a celebration for
Cedric Gordon and Al
White,’” White told the
crowd. “It’s not a celebration for us; it’s our way of

ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor Bill Foster issued
yesterday to city council an
Administrative Update concerning three of his key initiatives: Seamlessness and
the Southside CRA, public
safety and the replacement
of the police chief position
and the city’s support of its
schools.
“When I was first elected
as mayor of St. Petersburg,
my principle vision was to
navigate our city through
the greatest economic recession of our lifetimes. I did
that without a dramatic reduction in services to our
citizens. Now that our economy is improving, I wish to
highlight three recent areas
of emphasis that will define
the vision and priorities of
the next four years,” said
Foster in a press release.
Seamlessness and the
St. Petersburg Southside
CRA
The city’s efforts during
the last four years in Midtown have led to:
• A lease with St. Petersburg College for the construction of a new 45,000 sq.
ft. Midtown campus
• A new Wal-Mart
Neighborhood
Grocery
Store to replace the closed
Sweetbay
• The opening of Job
Corps
• The creation of the
African American Heritage
Trail
• The re-opening of the
Historic Manhattan Casino,

ing to the same people.
We are preaching to the
choir,” said Isha James,
Executive Director of
Black Floridians Choice
Advocates for Reformed
Education, as she looked
around the room noticing
the mostly vacant seats.
“We have some of the
lowest proficiency rates
for black children in the
country and yet this room
is empty today.”
The educational summit, the ninth so far this
year, went on as planned
See SUMMIT, page 9

See FOSTER, page 2

Carol Glover and Pastor Rainey

Mayor Bill Foster


                                           

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Foster’s plans to move the city forward
From FOSTER, page 1

and soon the opening of
Sylvia’s of Harlem Restaurant
• The creation of
Deuces Live
• Completion of improvements to Childs Park
Recreation Center and Baseball Field
• The creation of a lakeside passive park adjacent to
Childs Park
• The extension of the
CityTrails program with a
Clam Bayou Trail through
Childs Park
• Reduction of visual
clutter through the removal
of static billboards
• Blight removal
• Housing stock renovations and the creation of
more housing units.
With the recent approval
by the Board of County
Commissioners to enter into
an Interlocal Agreement and
formulation of a Southside
CRA, the mayor looks forward to continued emphasis
in Midtown. As part of the
ongoing CRA planning
process, they will create a
six-person CRA Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC)
comprised of residents and
business owners from the
redevelopment area.
Foster will nominate advisory committee members
to the City Council for approval. This committee will
conduct public meetings
and will host community
town hall meetings to gather
input and recommend goals
for the CRA plan.
The CAC will be a citizen
voice as we create and implement the CRA plan, and
will make recommendations
to the mayor and city council
on issues affecting the CRA,
including
but
not
limited to community vision,
objectives, goals, grant opportunities, future land uses

and zoning.
To assist the city and the
CAC, staff will complete a
progress report on the results to date from the Midtown Plan and Childs Park
Strategic Initiative, with an
accounting of results and assessments of the sustainability of existing assets.
To ensure that they
move forward rapidly on implementing the new Community Redevelopment Plan
and other initiatives to improve our areas of greatest
need, and to serve as a fulltime liaison with the community and county government,
Foster will create a new cabinet-level position to focus
solely on economic development efforts in Midtown,
Childs Park and the Southside CRA.
This individual will be
key to intensifying our economic development efforts
in the CRA, and to achieve
objectives outlined by the
CAC.
Public Safety
With the retirement of
our police chief, the city is
now faced with the challenge and opportunity of hiring a new leader for the St.
Petersburg Police Department. Like Chief Harmon,
this position requires a person of high character,
knowledge, and ability and
one who is dedicated to
crime reduction and the use
of technology to prevent and
solve crimes.
They are also still faced
with challenges of Emergency Medical Services and
the ongoing dialogue with
the county regarding service levels, service delivery
and funding.
To address the public
safety concerns, Foster will
appoint a city wide Public
Safety Advisory Panel to:

1) Interview candidates
for the position of chief of
police, making a recommendation to the mayor
2) Review current issues
involving public safety (i.e.
red light cameras, security
cameras, pursuit policy; substations; perception and public relations; community
policing; EMS level of service and funding, etc.) making recommendations to the
mayor
This panel will conduct
public meetings and gather
public input. Foster has
asked Watson Haynes, president/CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League and
Scott Wagman to co-chair
this panel, and will appoint
three residents to serve with
them.
Schools
To further the mission of
St. Pete’s Promise, and our
new partnerships with the
School
Superintendent,
School Board, and Pinellas
Education Foundation, Foster will personally ask business leaders to
1) Recruit additional
business partners for our
schools
2) Recruit additional
mentors for students in need
3) Raise funds to acquire
more Take Stock in Children/Doorways Scholarships with a goal of
exceeding 100 scholarships
per year.
“As our economy improves and new funding becomes available through the
creation of a CRA, I look forward to intensifying our efforts to improve areas of
greatest need, enhance public safety and strengthen our
schools, while incorporating
partnerships and increased
engagement with the community we serve,” Foster
concluded.

Successes Unlimited celebrates its
10th Annual Law Fest
ST. PETERSBURG –
The 10th Annual Law Fest
is happening this Sat., Oct.
26 at the beautifully renovated Manhattan Casino
located at 642 22nd St. S.,
St. Petersburg.
Hosted by Successes
Unlimited under the direction of its founder, Theresa
“Momma Tee” Lassiter
and Board of Directors,
the day promises to be educational.
The Lawfest has grown
from its humble beginnings at Shirley’s Soul
Food when “Momma Tee”
along with then Councilmember Bill Foster
began providing assistance to an underserved
community
regarding
legal matters.
Last week Mayor Bill
Foster proclaimed Sat.,
Oct. 26 “Successes Unlimited Lawfest Day” in St. Petersburg and urged area
residents to join in celebrating the extraordinary
success of the event and
its longevity.
Since its inception, the
Successes
Unlimited
Lawfest has served over
1,000 residents, enlisting
the support of more than
100 professionals in the
legal arena to include
judges, attorneys, paralegals, Stetson law students,
the St. Petersburg Police
Department, Codes En-

forcement,
Pinellas
County Sherriff Department, the Property Appraisers Office and Voters
Registration Administration to name a few.
Momma Tee has
worked tirelessly over the
years to bring to the community some of St. Petersburg’s
finest
legal
representatives in the

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson,
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson,

Publisher/General Manager
Lorrie Bellinger,

The Weekly Challenger
 






 
 

  
 

  

 
   
    
 

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY
50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922

areas of foreclosure, debt
relief, tax law, criminal law,
family law, estate planning,
personal injury, restoration of rights and copy
right matters.
Lawfest 2013 will be
held from 10 - 2 p.m. This
year’s facilitators will be
Judge Michael Andrews,
Judge Patrice Moore and
Judge James Pierce.

P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be at the office of
The Weekly Challenger no later than
4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 46 • Number 9
Published Thursday,
October 24, 2013
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

                          

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2013

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS

 Are the dead
 still roaming

By Jon Wilson

16th St. & 5th Ave.?

Longtime residents
as an African-American
recall walking through –
retiree living at 209 11th
or sometimes carefully
St. S.
around – a cemetery
Brownlow, meannear the site of Tropiwhile, rode with the 2nd
cana Field.
Florida Cavalry, which
Actually,
three
was a Confederate regicemeteries once existed
mental designation. But
there in close proximity
there also was a 2nd
to one another – MofFlorida Cavalry attached
fett, Oaklawn and Everto Union forces, and
green.
Newspaper
Brownlow for some unstories dating to the
known reason enlisted in
early 1900s mention all,
that group after his Conbut by the mid-20th cenfederate term of service
tury, Moffett had beexpired. For a while,
come
the
name Workers found bones when building the interstate. both Union and Confederate miniature flags were
generally associated with
all three of the burial grounds.
placed on his grave at Moffett.
Moffett Cemetery dated to 1888 and served as the
As a last resting place for many old warriors, Moffett
final resting place for both African-American and white was the focus of intense veterans’ anger in 1949 after repeople. It was situated where Fifth Avenue South bends ports that bulldozers were running over graves.
just before intersecting 16th Street.
American Legion Post 14 investigated and persuaded
Many remains were disinterred and moved to Lin- Pinellas County Sheriff Todd Tucker to order grading
coln Cemetery in the late 1920s, and about 150 more in be stopped and to consider prosecution.
1958, according to the Pinellas Genealogy Society. An
Feelings ran so high that a group of veterans talked
apartment complex, built over the site in 1959, is no about marching on the cemetery with flaming torches,
longer there.
planting American flags on the remaining graves and
In 1958, the remains of three Civil War veterans were physically blocking bulldozers.
disinterred and reburied in Lincoln. The three were
Lawyer Claire Davis, who later became the State AtJoseph Brownlow, John Lasker and John W. Sharter, and torney in Pinellas County, talked the vets out of taking
at least one, Lasker, was African American.
such action.
Lasker is said to have served with the 1st North Car“There’s no need for strong-arm methods,” Davis
olina Colored Infantry, a Union outfit. A copy of his pen- said. “If we’re right in believing the law protects graves
sion in genealogy records says he was also known as from being disturbed, this crisis will pass over and the
“Rebel John.’’ Some African Americans did serve in the bulldozing stopped.”
Confederate army, but it is not certain that Sharter and
The work stopped, but the cemetery was neglected
Brownlow did, as a newspaper article in 1958 suggested. for several years afterward, becoming an eyesore and
Sharter was reported to be a member of the 3rd Con- an eerie neighborhood landmark that generated stories
federate Infantry. Such a unit existed, but there was also among youngsters – and sometimes adults – who
a unit designated the 3rd United States Colored Troops. claimed to have seen ghosts.
No Sharters appear in early city directories. But a
The last dis-interments in 1958 ended Moffett’s 701908 directory lists a John W. Shorter, identifying him year-history. Today, not a trace of the cemetery remains.
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CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG NOTICE OF NON-PARTISAN MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION NOVEMBER 5, 2013
Notice is hereby given that a Municipal General Election will be held on Tuesday, November 5, 2013, between the hours of 7 o’clock a.m. and 7 o’clock p.m. at the following polling places:
PCT.# POLLING PLACE & ADDRESS

101

119

Pinellas Community Church
5501 31 St. S.
Westminster Suncoast
1095 Pinellas Point Dr. S.
Entrance off of Pinellas Point Dr. S., bet.
16 St. S. & 9 St. S.

103 Lakewood United Methodist Church
& 104 5995 ML King Jr. St. S.
From ML King Jr. St. S., east on
59 Ave. S.
105

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church
1600 54 Ave. S.
Southwest corner of 54 Ave. S. & 16 St.
S., across from Lakewood H.S.

106

108

Coquina Key Neighborhood Association
3850 Pompano Dr. SE
East side of Pompano Dr. SE,
south of 38 Ave. SE

109

Old Landmark Cathedral
4201 6 St. S.
West side of 6 St. S. between 42 Ave. S.
& 45 Ave. S.

110 St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
& 111 3747 34 St. S.
Northwest corner of 34 St. S. &
38 Ave. S.
112

120

St. Petersburg City Theatre
4025 31 St. S.
Christ Gospel Church
2512 22 Ave. S.
South side of 22 Ave. S., west of
Sanderlin Elementary School

114

New Hope Baptist Church
2120 19 St. S.

125

127, King of Peace Metropolitan
128 Community Church
& 129 3150 5 Ave. N.
131

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22 Ave. S.

133

Frank Pierce Recreation Center
2000 7 St. S.

Mt. Zion AME Church
1045 16 St. S.

St. Petersburg Religious Society
of Friends
130 19 Ave. SE
South side of 19 Ave. SE, between
1 St. SE & Bay St. SE

Southeast corner of 62 Ave. NE &
1 St. NE
147

30th Avenue Baptist Church
3241 30 Ave. N.

Northwest corner of 62 Ave. N. &
1 St. N.

Faith Assembly
3900 28 St. N.

150

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2500 16 St. N.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
126 11 Ave. NE

American Baptist Church
of the Beatitudes
2812 8 St. N.

151

Wesley United Methodist Church
301 37 Ave. N.

152

St. Raphael’s Catholic Church
1376 Snell Isle Blvd. NE

153

Vietnamese Evangelical Church
4344 21 St. N.
Southwest corner of 21 St. N. &
44 Ave. N.

Americana Cove
7201 1 St. NE
East side of 1 St. NE & 72 Ave. NE

154

First Church of Christ, Scientist
6333 1 St. NE
East side of 1 St. NE, approx.
one block north of 62 Ave. N.

155

Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian
Catholic Church
434 90 Ave. N.
South side of 90 Ave. N., west of 4 St. N.

156 St. James United Methodist Church
& 157 845 87 Ave. N.
Northeast corner of 87 Ave. N. &
ML King Jr. St. N.
161 First Baptist Church of St. Petersburg
& 165 1900 Gandy Blvd.
From Gandy Blvd. take Frontage Rd. S.,
go southwest to church

West side of Snell Isle Blvd. NE,
north of Shore Acres Bridge
139

Willis S. Johns Recreation Center
6635 ML King Jr. St. N.
East side of ML King Jr. St. N.,
south of Fire Station

Northwest corner of 37 Ave. N. &
3 St. N., behind McDonald’s
138

North Branch Library
861 70 Ave. N.
East side of ML King Jr. St. N.,
next to Fire Station

West side of 8 St. N., bet. 28 Ave. N. &
29 Ave., park in rear of church
137

Town Apartments North
1900 61 Ave. N.
South of 62 Ave. N., in Recreation Hall

Southeast corner of 11 Ave. NE &
1 St. NE

Northwest corner of 16 St. S. &
12 Ave. S.
118

145 Faith Covenant Church
& 146 150 62 Ave. N.

East side of 4 St. N., south of 20 Ave. N.

136

Northeast Presbyterian Church
4400 Shore Acres Blvd. NE
West side of Shore Acres Blvd. NE,
between 40 Ave. NE & 46 Ave. NE north of Shore Acres Recreation Center

Riviera United Methodist Church
175 62 Ave. N.

134 Sunken Gardens
& 142 1825 4 St. N.

Between 18 Ave. S. & 22 Ave. S.
at 7 St. S.
117

144

Southwest corner of 16 St. N. &
26 Ave. N.

135

Lutheran Church of the Cross
4545 Chancellor St. NE
Corner of Chancellor St. NE &
Overlook Dr. NE

Northwest corner of 39 Ave. N. &
28 St. N.

Southwest corner of 22 Ave. S. &
13 St. S.
116

143

South side of 5 Ave. N., west of 31 St. N.

North side of 30 Ave. N.,
enter from 33 St. N.
132

Woodlawn Presbyterian Church
2612 12 St. N.
Northwest corner of 12 St. N. &
26 Ave. N.

Peterborough Apartments
440 4 Ave. N.
Southeast corner of 4 Ave. N. & 5 St.,
across from Sunshine Ctr.

East side of 19 St. S., north of 22 Ave. S.
115

141

North side of Burlington Ave. N.,
between 10 St. N. & 11 St. N.
122, Coliseum
123 535 4 Ave. N.
& 130 North side of 4 Ave. N., across from the
Shuffleboard Courts

Roberts Recreation Center
1246 50 Ave. N.
Southwest corner of 50 Ave. N. &
12 St. N.

East side of 28 St. S. & 10 Ave. S.

West side of 31 St. S., south of 38 Ave. S.
113

Wildwood Recreation Center
1000 28 St. S.

121 Dwight H. Jones Neighborhood Center
& 126 1035 Burlington Ave. N.

Bay Vista Center
7000 4 St. S.
South side of 70 Ave. S. at 4 St. S.

140

Between ML King Jr. St. S. & 16 St. S.,
in Recreation Center

West side of 31 St. S., south of 54 Ave. S.
102

Campbell Park Recreation Center
601 14 St. S.

162

Pinewood Co-op, Inc.
10441 Gandy Blvd.
North side of Gandy Blvd.,
across from Derby Lane

200

Pass-A-Grille Beach Community Church
107 16 Ave.
West side of Pass-A-Grille Way between
16 Ave. & 17 Ave.
201 The Allegro at College Harbor
4600 54 Ave. S.
From 54 Ave. S. take College Landings
Blvd. S. turn right on Harbor Way S. on left
202 Pinellas Community Church
5501 31 St. S.
West side of 31 St. S., south of 54 Ave. S.
203 Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
& 204 3455 26 Ave. S.
North side of 26 Ave. S., west of 34 St. S.
205 Prayer Tower Church of God In Christ
1137 37 St. S.
Southwest corner of 37 St. S. &
11 Ave. S.
211, Pasadena Community Church
215 227 70 St. S.
& 216 Southeast corner of 70 St. S. & 2 Ave. S.,
in Life Enrichment Center
213 Unity of St. Petersburg
& 217 6168 1 Ave. N.
Southeast corner of 62 St. N. &
1 Ave. N.
219 Trinity United Church of Christ
& 220 1150 49 St. N.
West side of 49 St. N., north of
9 Ave. N.- parking on 12 Ave. N.
221 Fifth Avenue Baptist Church
& 223 4901 5 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 5 Ave. N. &
49 St. N.
222 Pilgrim Congregational Church
6315 Central Ave.
North side of Central Ave. between
63 St. N. & 64 St. N.
224 Childs Park Recreation Center
4301 13 Ave. S.
Northwest corner of 43 St. S. &
13 Ave. S.
225 St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
& 228 4444 5 Ave. N.
South side of 5 Ave. N., east of 49 St. N.
226 Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
505 35 St. S.
Southwest corner of 35 St. S. & 5 Ave. S.
227 Fifth Avenue Church of Christ
4200 5 Ave. S.
Southeast corner of 5 Ave. S. & 43 St. S.
229 St. Vincent’s Episcopal Church
5441 9 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 9 Ave. N. &
54 St. N.
230 St. Stefanos Greek Orthodox Church
& 240 3600 76 St. N.
West side of 76 St. N., south of
38 Ave. N.

231

Cornerstone Community Church
6745 38 Ave. N.
North side of 38 Ave. N., between
66 St. N. & 71 St. N.

232 Palm Lake Christian Church
& 275 5401 22 Ave N.
North side of 22 Ave. N., east of
58 St. N.
233

Community Bible Baptist Church
3800 17 Ave. N.
Southwest corner of 17 Ave. N. &
38 St. N.

234 Clearview United Methodist Church
& 243 4515 38 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 38 Ave. N. &
45 St. N.
235

Azalea Baptist Church
7900 22 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of
Country Club Rd. N. & 79 St. N.,
west of Azalea Middle School

236

Portuguese American Suncoast
Association, Inc.
7808 46 Ave. N.
South side of 46 Ave. N. between
78 St. N. & 78 Ln. N.

237

Clearview Oaks
5700 40 Ave. N.
Southeast corner of 40 Ave. N. &
58 St. N.

239

St. Petersburg Community Church
4501 30 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 30 Ave. N. &
45 St. N.

241

Walter P. Fuller Recreation Center
7891 26 Ave. N.
North side of 26 Ave. N.,
in Recreation Center

401

Pass-A-Grille Beach Community Church
107 16 Ave.
West side of Pass-A-Grille Way
between 16 Ave. & 17 Ave.

in the City of St. Petersburg, Florida, at
which Non-Partisan Municipal General
Election all electors qualified to vote will be
entitled to participate.
The following is a certified list of those candidates duly nominated for office and which
are to be voted on in said Municipal General
Election: Mayor for a four-year term: Bill
Foster and Rick Kriseman; Councilmember
from District No. 4 for a four-year term: Carolyn Fries and Darden Rice; Councilmember from District No. 6 for a four year term:
Karl Nurse and Sharon Russ; and Councilmember from District No. 8 for a fouryear term: Amy Foster and Steve Galvin.
Eva Andujar
City Clerk
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gordon and White are going fishing
From PARTY , page 1

White were recognized by
the Black History Committee of Faith Memorial Baptist Church for “carrying
forward the legacy of the
Courageous 12.”
White was quick to give
accolades to the current
members of the force, stating that “we have some
good, hardworking men
and women in the St. Petersburg Police Department,” which was met with
enthusiastic applause.
A native of Birmingham, Ala., White served in
the U.S. Air Force before
he joined the police department. He was promoted to
Sergeant in 1987, and has
worked in various units including Patrol Division and
Field Training Unit, as well
as the Robbery, Domestic
Personal Violence and Victim Assistance Units.
Gordon, a Florida native, rose through the
ranks of the police department, and at various times
held ranks such as lieutenant, when he served as
District/Watch
Commander, and major, where
he was responsible for all
police services for all of
District I. Gordon was promoted to assistant chief in
2005.
Clearly touched at the
large turnout, Gordon
pointed out that some in attendance
came
from
around the state and even
the country. “I’m humbled,” he told the crowd.
“You could have been anywhere else but you decided
to come here.”
Gordon stressed the importance of maintaining
strong leadership to uphold
the integrity of the police
force.
“Police officers are the
only ones who can take
your life and take your freedom. No one else can do
that, not on the streets.
That’s why it is imperative,
absolutely imperative, that
we have good leadership in
the police department,”
Gordon said. “Leadership
with intestinal fortitude to
do what’s right.”
The evening’s most
poignant moment came
when Gordon spoke of his
late daughter, Brittany, who
was killed in action in
Afghanistan last October.
He recalled part of the last
conversation he had with
his daughter, who was “always lighthearted,” explaining how she had
wanted to help plan his retirement dinner when the

time came.
“I know Brittany is looking down on us from
heaven, and she’s saying
the planning committee exceeded her expectations,”
Gordon stated.
It was clear that with all
the friendships and relationships forged over the
years on the force, Gordon
would miss working with
the people that had become
an integral part of his life.
“You know what I really
miss? Working with these
people with different views,
different perspectives, different genders, different
values, different races, different positions all coming
together in the community
to make it better,” Gordon
said.
Other speakers included members of the
clergy, members of the St.
Pete Police Department,
elected officials and even
family members. Thomas
Gordon, Jr., Retired Sergeant First Class of the U.S.
Army, quipped that growing up, he always knew his
brother Cedric would
someday go into law en-

forcement, “because he
told on me about everything.”
Former Mayor Rick
Baker was open about the
respect he held for the
city’s men in uniform. “I
think a police officer has
the toughest job in the city
of St. Petersburg.” Baker
went on to praise both honorees by stating: “They
helped the city in so many
different ways. They epitomized the best of St. Pete in
ways you can’t imagine.”
Various letter of appreciation and proclamations
to Gordon and White were
displayed from officials
who were not present that
evening, including one
from U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, expressing thanks for
Gordon’s “hard work, expertise and personal dedication.”
Gordon summed up his
and White’s appreciation to
everyone present: “You all
have made me a better person, and nothing that Al
and I have accomplished
would have been possible
without your undeniable
support.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Proclamation for county’s
Head Start program on Halloween
Photographs courtesy of Neville Clarke Jr.

 


 


Courtesy of

BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER — Before the tricks and the treats
of Halloween night, another
child-oriented event will take
place Fri., Oct. 31. Beginning
at noon, the nonprofit
Lutheran Services of Florida
(LSF) will host a celebration
for National Head Start
Awareness Month at the
LSF Los Caminos center,
1435 Lakeview Road, in
Clearwater. The public event
will also serve as the official
proclamation of Pinellas
County’s recent Head Start
program.
Head Start is a national,
federally funded program
that promotes school readiness for children up to five
years old from low-income
families. The program additionally provides health and
social services to eligible
children and their parents.
According to LSF Head
Start Vice President and Executive Director Louis
Finney Jr., the federal government awarded LSF a
$14.5 million grant in July
2013 to start the program in
Pinellas County. The primary focus is preparation for
Kindergarten, particularly
for the three and four yearold children.
LSF Head Start Grant
Community Coordinator
Neville Clarke Jr. said their
program has multiple centers throughout Pinellas
County that serve as a blend
between daycare center and
school. These centers run
Monday through Friday
from 8-2 p.m.
In recognition of National Head Start Awareness
Month, Clarke said that
throughout October, LSF
hosted events at their Head
Start centers on a daily basis.
The activities have included
puppet shows and snacks
with University of South
Florida football players. The
upcoming celebration will
formally recognize LSF’s
three-month-old program.
“We have a proclamation
that declares October as
Head Start Awareness
Month,” Clarke said of the
event. “We tentatively will

     


       

       
       



have the mayor [of Clearwater, George Cretekos] sign
off on it and present it at the
event along with the county
commissioners and other
people in the community
who are involved in some
way with Head Start. Also,
we’ll be celebrating our new
partnership in the community because… LSF along
with our partner organization, R-Club, just took over
the Head Start programs in
Pinellas County over the
summer. We’re going to be
discussing our services and
opportunities to the community, representatives and government officials.”
According to Clarke and
Finney, the event will feature
multiple guest speakers including several countywide
elected officials, Head Start
and R-Club representatives
and Pinellas County School
Board member Rene Flowers. Finney, a Head Start
graduate himself, will also
speak at the event.
“You’ll hear from several
former Head Start children
who graduated and became
a success in the community,”
Finney said. “We’ll also have
testimonials from parents in
our programs.”
Clarke said that at the
event, parents will get a
chance to tour the Los
Caminos facilities and see

artwork that
local
Head
Start children
did throughout
the past month.
The children
will also do a
per formance
song.
LSF
has
been running
Head Start programs in Belle
Glade for 30 years and in
Hillsborough County for five
years. The Pinellas County
program currently serves
about 1700 children. Finney
said that a federally and state
approved curriculum guides
the school preparation component, which is led by teachers who specialize in early
childhood. Their program
also provides basic health
and dental screenings for the
participating children.
Parents are required to
get immunizations and also
meet with the program’s
family engagement specialists, who help the parents establish
housing
and
employment goals and learn
to engage with their children. The specialists can
also provide referrals regarding drug abuse and domestic violence.
“We work with the most
at-risk population in the
county as relates to income

but also relating to issues
that our families have,”
Finney said. “Also, the majority of our children are people of color. So what we find
statistically is that our particular population is not progressing the best in the
school district and also not
progressing the best as it relates to the criminal justice
system.”
Finney said that nationally, graduates of the Head
Start program are five times
less likely to enter the criminal justice system. The statistic, he said, is a result of
working with parents as well
as their children.
“It makes a significant
difference, especially with
the kids who are most at
risk, who need a head start
with these other families that
might be more privileged or
have opportunities that
these low income families
just do not have,” Finney
said.
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CHURCH MUSICIAN WANTED

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

 


      
      
       

       
    
      







 




EXPERIENCED CHURCH MUSICIAN
desired to work with Adult Choirs and Youth Choir
Rehearsals scheduled Tuesdays and Thursdays
Worship Services
7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. every Sunday
Must be available for church fellowship engagements.
Send resume to: Trustee Board, St. John M.B. Church
3200 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Legislative members help
Boys & Girls Clubs
ST. PETERSBURG – A
big announcement was
made recently by Governor
Rick Scott that he had approved $9 million in the
state budget for the Boys &
Girls Clubs throughout
Florida.
But long before Gov.
Scott had the opportunity
to approve the budget, Representative Darryl Rouson
was working the legislative
process to help get the
much needed funding for
the Florida Alliance of Boys
& Girls Club.
Getting the appropriation request through the
maze known as the “State
Budget
Appropriations
Process” is not easy. However that didn’t stop the efforts of Rep. Rouson who
personally carried the
Boys & Girls Clubs Budget
Appropriation
request
through the process including many Appropriation
Subcommittees and full
Committee; as well as getting the Florida House and
Senate to agree.
Rep. Rouson saw the
need to provide more funding for Delinquency Prevention and Mentoring
Programs to not only the
youth in Pinellas County
but throughout Florida.
Because of his leadership
and others, the Boys &
Girls Clubs in Florida will
be able to serve over 57,000
youth with Delinquency
Prevention and Mentoring
Programs this year.
Rep. Rouson is a Mem-

In the market for a house?

BY SCOTT GIBERTINI
Guest Columnist

Rep. Rouson presented a check to the
Boys & Girls Club at the Royal Theater.
ber of the Justice Appropriations Sub Committee.
All of the Boys & Girls
Clubs in Florida are Members of the Florida Alliance
of Boys & Girls Clubs
which represents over 237
Clubs from Pensacola to
Key West that served over
135,000 youth last year.
They have over 14,000
Board Members, Adult
Staff and Program Volunteers that assist with after
school care, summer programs, assistance with
homework, reading, computer work, delinquency
prevention and mentoring
programs.
Boys & Girls Clubs are
the place where young peo-

ple are provided with the
tools and guidance to
achieve academic success,
become community leaders
and lead healthy lifestyles.
A
recent
Florida
TaxWatch Study found that
for every 100 additional
High School Graduates that
Boys & Girls Clubs help
saves the State of Florida
over $29,000,000.00.
Boys & Girls Clubs realize there is more to be
done. Unfortunately there
are over 900,000 youth in
Florida between the ages of
6 to 18 years old that live at
or below the poverty level.
They will continue to work
for more funding to help
this group of young people.

Are you looking to buy
a house, and you aren’t
sure where to start or
what to think about?
Scott Gibertini, Florida
Production Manager for
USAmeriBank, gets plenty
of questions both from
first-time homebuyers and
from homebuyers who are
coming back into the market.
Here are some questions he often gets in regards to mortgages, along
with his answers:
What are the first steps
to prepare for applying for
a mortgage?
Before starting the application process, pull your
credit report to check that
the information in it is correct, giving you time to
dispute any incorrect entries and bring up your
score before you apply for
a mortgage.
The next step is to look
at what type of mortgage
may be best for you. Mortgage providers can help
differentiate the types
available, such as conventional financing vs. a Federal
Housing
Administration, or FHA,
mortgage, and recommend which may be best
suited for your needs.
Through the FHA loan
program, you are able to
put a relatively small
amount of money down.
If I’ve had a foreclosure
or “short sale” in the past,
does that mean I can’t get a
mortgage?
Different lenders have
different criteria concern-

ing how long you have to
wait after a foreclosure or
short sale to obtain a new
mortgage. If you’re attempting to get conventional financing, you may
need to have a space of
several years before trying for a new loan.
Lenders will want to
know the circumstances
surrounding the short
sale or foreclosure. Were
there other unforeseeable
events that caused this to
occur, such as the loss of a
job or need to relocate for
work?
Demonstrating how
things are better and
stronger than before in
your financial situation will
give you an increased
chance of getting a mortgage.
How should I decide
what mortgage payment I
can afford?
Look at your overall
debt-to income situation to
figure out how much debt
you have vs. how much
money you make. Then,
factor what a mortgage
payment would look like
as part of that overall picture.
Online mortgage calculators can be good tools
in getting a general idea of
what kind of payment your
budget will allow. However, these have limitations. While they give you
principal payments and interest rates, they often
don’t add other items that
play into your decision,
such as property tax and
homeowners insurance.
It’s critical to get a
sense of where the house
you buy will be located to
narrow down what your
payment will look like. Insurance coverage and
taxes can vary with geography.
Research
public
records, or talk to a mortgage professional who
knows local taxes and insurance. Also, find out if
you need certain coverage
such as hazard or flood insurance.
With mortgage rates ris-






ing, how should I think
about a fixed-rate loan vs.
an adjustable-rate loan?
There are advantages
and disadvantages to each
type of mortgage. It can
depend on how long you
plan on owning the house.
If you think in five years
you’ll relocate because of
work or outgrow the
house, then an adjustablerate mortgage may be
right for you.
However, rates are still
low enough that a fixedrate mortgage can still be
an attractive option. With
a fixed-rate mortgage, the
interest rate stays the
same during the life of the
loan.
The best way to select
a loan product is by talking
to a mortgage lender and
figuring out what best fits
your needs.
Do I have to be ready to
buy a house in order to figure out what I can do?
It’s never too early to
talk to a mortgage
provider. The mortgage
professional can help answer your questions and
talk through different options available to you.
Often, buyers are
ready to buy, but other
times, it may require some
time to improve their financial situation, or to
save for a down payment.
Either way, planning
ahead can save you a lot of
aggravation - and a lot of
money - in the long-term.
For more information
about mortgages or other
banking needs, contact
USAmeriBank’s St. Petersburg branch at 727-3943164.
Scott Gibertini brings
more than 24 years of business and banking experience to the USAmeriBank
team, providing clients
with information and tools
to make home financing decisions. He received a bachelor’s degree from the
University of South Florida
and graduated from the
Florida Bankers Association’s Florida School of
Banking program.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

  


 

Time For A Home
Mortgage?












 
 

Whether you are ready to buy, build or
refinance, this could be a good time to
consider a home mortgage. The decision
can come with uncertainty. Knowing
what mortgage programs are available
and having a trusted partner can set you
on the right path.






We’re here to help. Call USAmeriBank
today to get the information you need
with a partnership you can rely on.





 



NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
727-394-3164 | usameribank.com

Member FDIC

• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Plus size fashion show serves up
high fashion

Events provide
information on
District Application
Programs

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum
will play host to the ‘Embrace Your Beauty, Your
Body, and Your Life Fashion Show’ geared toward
voluptuous,
full-figured
woman Sat., Nov 2.
The goal of the fashion
show is not only to highlight high fashion for
women beyond size 12, but
also to give the larger
woman confidence and selfesteem, which will impact
her entire life.
Coordinator and designer
Audrey
“Pat”
McGhee philosophy is to
get “women to embrace
and love who they are while
promoting
a
healthy
lifestyle.”
McGee has been a featured model in the Tampa
Bay area and nationally for
years. She has modeled for
Bronner Brothers Hair
Show in Atlanta, T.C.B Motions Hair Show, Shear
Essence’s Fashion Show
and the Walt Disney Project.
Her eclectic designs
have been seen in numerous fashion showcases nationally such as the Annual
Battle of the Models/Designers Competition in Atlanta where she placed
second; the International
Hispanic Designer Fashion
Show in Tampa; the Belle
Faire
Designer/Model
competition where she
placed first and Extreme
Makeover Home addition
just to name to a few.
Being the first designer
to utilize full-figured models at the Tampa Bay Fashion Week in 2007, McGhee
broke down stereotypes
and blazed the trail for
other designers to use plussized women.
She feels that plus-sized
clothing is not given much
recognition by the stores
and is relegated to the back
of the store. “The sizes of
12-14 are the forgotten
size,” she stated. “They fall
through the cracks…
There’s not much high
fashion in plus sizes.”
She is hoping to tear
down the stereotype of the
full-figured woman and
show the world that high
fashion does not have a size.
“The perception is that
plus size women are lazy.
That all we do is eat and
that we have no motivation
or aspiration to do anything

Designer Audrey “Pat” McGhee

else.”
And McGhee aims to
change that mindset. The
fashion show will feature 30
models wearing attire from
resort, evening, upscale,
trendy, sportswear/casual,
to men’s’ business/formal
wear. It will showcase fashions by seven designers:
Jacka Designs, I Am Toni,
Voluptuous You, Najea Design Jewelry, hat designer
Beatrice Morris, Classic
Gentlemen Boutique, and
Audrey Pat Designs.
McGhee credits her
mother for infusing the love
of fashion into her. “I
started selling the art of
fashion, but the love of fashion comes from my mother,
Idella McGhee,” Pat stated
fondly.
Besides
beautiful
women working the runway, the topic of obesity
and the health issues
caused by it will be ad-

Parents can mark their
calendar for events where
they can learn more about
Pinellas County Schools
District Application Programs. A number of important events will take place
in November. The district
has scheduled three sessions to explain the overall
application process and
timeline for magnet, fundamental and career-themed
programs.
All parent information
sessions on the application
process will be held in
school auditoriums from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the following dates at the following locations:
• Nov. 7 at Boca Ciega

High School, 924 58th St S,
Gulfport
• Nov. 12 at Pinellas
Park High School, 6305
118th Ave. N, Largo
• Nov. 14 at Countryside High School, 3000
State Road 580, Clearwater
Pinellas County Schools
has also scheduled two District Application Program
Information Fairs to provide specific information regarding individual magnet,
fundamental or careerthemed programs. Parents
and prospective students
will have a chance to talk
with school representatives
about specific aspects of
various application programs:

• 9 a.m. to noon, Nov.
16 at Pinellas Park High
School, 6305 118th Ave. N,
Largo
• 6 to 8 p.m., Nov. 19 at
Gibbs High School, 850
34th St S
The district’s application period for these programs will be Jan. 8-17,
2014. For more information
about District Application
Programs, visit the Pinellas
County Schools website,
www.pcsb.org, or contact
individual schools or the office of Advanced Studies at
(727) 588-6466. For information about the application process, contact the
Student Assignment Office
at (727) 588-6210.

dressed. Literature will also
be available from the American Heart Association.
“I want the audience to
have a good experience
and take away something
from the event that they
didn’t know. “I hope to
build self-esteem,” she concluded.
Embrace Your Beauty,
Your Body, and Your Life
Fashion Show will take
place Sat., Nov 2 at the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum, 2240
9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and
the show starts at 7 p.m.
Tickets: VIP $35 includes champagne and special
seating.
General
admission is $25. Part of
the proceeds from the fashion show will benefit the
museum.
For more information,
please email apmfashionsinc@yahoo.com.

Save the Date
The St. Petersburg Branch of
The National Association For The Advancement of Colored People
Presents The

2013 Freedom Fund Gala

“We Shall Not Be Moved”
November 2, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. • Tickets $65
City of St. Petersburg’s Downtown Coliseum
535 4th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
“Captain Night” • Casino 5 - 7 p.m.
Tribute to the Greek Organizations
For additional information, for a corporate packet or ticket sales, contact us at our
branch office at 1501 16th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712 or call 727-898-3310
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The new 34th Street South District

St. Pete’s Finest:
Janica Martina Munford
ST. PETERSBURG —
Congratulations to St. Petersburg native Attorney
Janica Martina Munford
sworn in by the Honorable
Judge Michael F. Andrews
at the Pinellas County

Court House Oct. 11.
Munford studied law
and earned her Juris Doctorate Degree at Drake
University; she received a
Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Biology and Crimi-

From 34TH STREET, page 1

nology from the University of South Florida and
graduated from Boca
Ciega High School. She is
the daughter of Janice
Solomon and the late
Johnny Munford.

L-R, Janica Munford, Judge Michael F. Andrews
and Janica’s mother, Janice Solomon.

ment and marketing/promotion.
Jones proposed some
specific goals, such as
widening some of the extremely narrow sidewalks.
Some are so close to the
flow of traffic in some
stretches, using them can
be a downright scary experience for pedestrians
and cyclists. He added
he’d also like to see a trolley route established as a
throwback to a bygone era
that has worked well in
many urban centers today.
In fact, he compared
this project to the Grand
Central District on Central
Avenue in St. Pete, lauding
its trolley service and revitalized shops and eateries
that now draw tourists and
residents alike to the area.
Original streetscape
designs would also play a
role in giving the new district a unique identity. The
steering committee of this
plan is excited about pushing for public art in all
areas of this district, and is
encouraging an artistic
and original flair with
benches, sheltered bus
stops, banners and gateway signs.
Eye-pleasing outdoor
cafes seem to be an integral part of the district, as
a way of attracting people.
“Everybody wants to eat
outside,” Jones asserted,
“even doggie dining is
big.” Showcase events
could also be instrumental
in infusing life into the
area, along with improving
the overall retail experience.
The crowd literally
oohed and aahed when
Jones presented an animation of a virtual Skyway
Mall of the future, complete with cafes, boutiques, landscape designs
and even decorative fountains.
Tom Ando, Broadwater Neighborhood President, encouraged people
to use good old-fashioned

Councilmember Wengay Newton

word of mouth to raise
awareness of the project,
which could in turn attract
potential developers and
investors. “You want to
talk about this with your
neighbors, get a buzz
going,” Ando said. “Just by
getting it out there and
keeping this buzz going,
you never know.”
As they obviously have
a vested interest in the revitalization of the area, several owners who run
business big and small
along 34th Street South
were present at the meeting and even took turns introducing themselves to
the crowd at the Allstate
Center.
City Councilman Wengay Newton reminded

everyone on hand that although the plan has
amassed support and enthusiasm, business owners and residents should
continue to do what they
can to help this vision
grow and become a reality.
“Don’t just be excited
about tonight, or what’s
going to happen next
week or next month or
next year. You have to remain vigilant. This is your
baby, but you want to nurture this baby, you want to
fight for this baby,” he
stressed.
Judging by the strong
turnout and overall enthusiasm in the auditorium,
those present at the meeting seemed up to the challenge.

Dr. Frogue’s
Hair Styling
Relaxer retouch
with haircut
and/or demi
permanent color
ONLY $55
(Reg. $80)
Expires Nov. 31, 2013
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Discussing Common Core Standards

“Over Fifty Ain’t Always Fabulous”

From SUMMIT , page 1
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

however and had a lot to
offer. The morning consisted of an overview of the
Job Corps here in Pinellas
County, and the services of
the Juvenile Welfare Board
(JWB). But soon Florida
Deputy State Director of
StudentsFirst, Troy Bell,
took the microphone discussing the core of why
they were there.
“We in this country put
everything we have behind athletics,” he said,
“but when it comes to education, where we’re getting
beat time and time again
internationally, we don’t
have any national pride.”
Bell believes in equal
access to opportunity and
equal access to quality outcomes, which is why he
says he backs the implementation of the CCSS in
Florida. Bell wanted to dispel the rumor that CCSS is
something cooked up by
the federal government.
Instead he emphasized the
need to create a national
standard in which all states
can get behind, so that
measuring student success doesn’t depend on
where you live.
“Common Core is a solution to coming up with a
common standard so that
we can assess how we are
doing,” Bell said. “If we’re
not measuring it, it doesn’t
get the research that it
needs in order to get
fixed.”
But Bell admits getting
the nation to agree on
common core is proving
difficult, even going so far
as to compare the disparity
to a civil war. He attends
hearings on the subject
and explained his horror
over what he calls, “incredible and erroneous” statements, made by folks
debating the issue. From
some placing blame on
President Obama to others
proposing the CCSS are
equivalent to strapping
kids into a chair and
shocking them if they answer incorrectly, Bell is
surprised at the controversy.
“The ignorance I heard
just baffles me,” he said
enraged that he saw members of the black community stand up and oppose
common core based on
the idea that their children
may not be able to compete with the higher standards. “That was just like
hearing somebody acknowledge that black folks
are inferior.”
James, also a former
high school teacher,
preached along a slightly
different avenue stating
the fault is not with those
scared they can’t compete,
but instead lies in the erosion of values in western
culture. “Whether you’re
black, white, or Hispanic
our American society does
not value education,” she
said.
James suggested the
values that once placed education top on the list for
most families and the belief that the classroom

Mistress of ceremonies, Trenia Cox (left) and
Candice Billingsley.
teacher is to be revered as
somewhat holy in nature is
a thing of the past, and encouraged residents in attendance to know the
statistics of St. Petersburg
and ultimately their communities.
“We had a town hall
meeting about this three
weeks ago,” she said. “And
we will have another town
hall meeting, and another.
But the truth is I’m tired of
town hall meetings.”
Pam Moore works for
Pinellas County schools
and has been intimately involved with implementing
common core in local
schools. A homegrown native to the county and with
42 years experience as an
educator, Moore feels the
CCSS is setting the bar to
higher education for all
students.
They “are not something that people should
be afraid of,” said Moore
explaining how staff is
working diligently to help
students be prepared for
college and careers. “It has
become abundantly clear
that students are going to
have to read, write, speak,
listen, think and use technology they’ve not been
asked to do before. The
bar has been set.”
With the highly contested FCAT being compared to a skeleton and the
now contested CCSS the
bulk of the internal organs,
Moore explained the standards as instructing students in the art of creating
fact based arguments and
opinions, instead of regurgitating facts. The new
standards aim to entice
students to question their
own thinking and that of
others in a group, while
teachers focus on the tools
needed to bring the conversation about, which
may not always be a textbook.
But the parents who
did show up for the educational summit on what
every parent should know
about Common Core, put
real life into perspective for
those advocates of the
CCSS.
Candice Billingsley is a
mom of seven kids and a
student at St. Petersburg
College (SPC). Comparing
the bridge between parents and the school system
to the gap between the police and the city, Billingsley
recounted her life just a

few short months age.
“I was on the bus with
my children [and] living in
a shelter,” she explained
admitting she was not
thinking of reading books
to children, but paying her
bills and feeding her family. “All of these things
aren’t common core. This
is what we struggle with
everyday.”
The panel discussion
continued on with talk
turning to breaking the
barriers between parents
and teachers. Frustration
with the new standards
and testing requirements
of the state tend to create
tension on both sides, setting up adversarial positions between parent and
educators. Parent Support
for Education Council
(PSFEC) President Pastor
Martin Rainey stepped in
to instruct parents how to
best advocate for their student so that the gaps can
be lessened in a productive
manner.
“If you want to get the
best for your child it is best
to go through the chain of
command,” he advised
stating that issues and concerns should be aired with
the teacher first and not instantly with a principal or
the superintendent. “You
and the classroom teacher
need to try to work that
out before you go to the
next steps.”
Dr. Valerie Brimm, Director of Strategic Partnerships with Pinellas County,
made a call to action informing those in attendance that it is up to them
to go out and bring this information to those in the
community that didn’t
show.
“If we don’t get above
being reactive rather than
proactive we’re going to
find ourselves in these
same positions over and
over again,” she said as
she reminded the change
in standards is not the end
of the world. “Common
Core is the same process
we went through with
FCAT, they just changed
the game. We will overcome again.”
Education summit #9
was sponsored by Parent
Support for Education
Council. More information
on the common core and a
list of standards according
to grade level can be found
at pcsb.org. Just click on
the apple.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Seasoned writer Joyce
Nanette Johnson has penned
her first book entitled, “Over
Fifty Ain’t Always Fabulous:
Reflections
of
Baby
Boomer.” She calls it a,
“Shout-out to the past, examination of the present and a
celebration of life’s poignant,
but hysterical journey.”
Calling St. Petersburg
her adopted home having
lived here for two decades,
Johnson was born and raised
in the central shore area of
New Jersey where she
remembers looking forward
to essay question tests
throughout school.
“Even if I didn’t know
what the test was about, all I
needed were three key ideas
about the subject and I’d
make it happen,” Johnson
said.
The night Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was slain,
Johnson sat down and put
pen to paper and came up
with a free verse poem written from her heart. She sent
a copy to the local newspaper and one to Dr. King’s
wife, Coretta Scott King. Not
only did the newspaper print
the poem, but she received a
thank you card from Mrs.
King.
It was then that Johnson
began to focus on developing her correspondence
skills. The free verse poem
was her first and last, but has
continued to follow her
dream of being a writer.
A veteran writer with
years of experience, her
work is showcased between
the pages of various newspapers, periodicals and magazines. Her writing can be
seen in the St. Petersburg
Times, Citilife Magazine, St.
Pete Bulletin, Essence Magazine, and of course, The
Weekly Challenger.
Her most exciting venture, however, is her book,
“Over Fifty.” It takes a satirical look at how Baby
Boomers are portrayed in
the media verses reality.
“On TV and in advertising you hear that Baby
Boomers are energetic,
sexy, and that they have it
goin’ on. Some do and some
don’t, but it’s being mar-

keted as such. Actresses
have Botox and procedures
that make them look a certain way, but most of us don’t
look or feel like that. I’m poking fun at the media while at
the same time giving a realistic view.”
At the end of each segment of her book, there is
what she calls a “Back in the
Day Section” which highlights distinct situations such
as dancing, exercising and
other blasts from the past,
comparing and contrasting
her various perspectives as it
relates to time gone by.
Whimsically, she revisits a
Boomer’s life and navigates
the reader back to the present.
“I’m getting good feedback from those who have
purchased the book. People
are laughing out loud and
that’s exactly what I had
hoped for,” she said.
Her accomplishments
speak for themselves. Johnson was nominated for two
major awards for her work at
the St. Petersburg Times and
Citilife Magazine through
The Tampa Bay Association
of Black Journalists and was
also presented with a
Women in Communications
Award by the Gathering of
Women.
The public is cordially invited to the Sassy Sisters

Sharing a Sunday Afternoon,
which includes a book reading and signing by Johnson,
complimentary appetizers
and a cash bar, makeovers
by a MAC makeup artists
and bra fittings by Dillards of
Tyrone Mall all for a small
fee of $10.
The event will be held
this Sun., Oct. 27 at the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum located
at 2240 9th Ave., St. Petersburg, starting at 5 p.m.
Johnson is also a motivational speaker and is available for workshops or
conferences. For more information, please call (727)
878-4845
“Over Fifty Ain’t Always
Fabulous: Reflections of
Baby Boomer” is available in
both eBook and paperback
form and can be purchased
by
either
going
to
amazon.com or www.creatspace.com/4248664.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”



Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





 
 
 



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Worthy to Walk in WHITE

Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Oct. 31 – Oktoberfest will
be held at Wildwood Recreation Center from 6 – 9 p.m.
Nov. 3 we will have Baby
Dedication. If you are interested in participating in the
ceremony, attend one of two
parenting sessions being held
Oct. 29 & 30, at the church.
FMI call the church office.
Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is now
available for grades k – 9th. If
your child is in need of tutoring in math, reading or improving their FCAT scores, we
can help. For meeting times
contact the church office.
Calling all men and Young
Adults, Each Tuesday our
Male Chorus rehearsal takes

Mt. Calvary M.B. Church is inviting the
Tampa Bay community to come out and experience an evening of elegance in WHITE this Sun,
Oct. 27 at 4 p.m. Assistant Pastor Cheryll Williams
from The Rock of Jesus M.B. Church will serve
as the guest speaker.
The theme for the evening will be, “Worthy To
Walk In WHITE” and is being sponsored by the
Missionary Department under the leadership of
Sister Christine Wynn. The program will be held
at Mt. Calvary M.B. Church, 2321 Hartford St. S.,
St. Petersburg, where Rev. Dr. Deborah Green
serves as Senior Pastor.
For more information please call 727-327-8065.
We look forward to seeing you there.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.Events for
October
Events for October
Oct. 27 - Distribution of
grocery bags for Thanksgiv-

ing food baskets for the public.
Project spearheaded by Mission #1.
Upcoming Events for the
Month of November
Nov. 16 - the Music Department of St. Mark is sponsoring an in-house workshop
from 8 a.m. -12:30 p.m. for all
current choir members of St.
Mark and any new members
who would like to attend. No
registration fee and a continental breakfast will be served.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study

the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

First Mt. Zion MBC
All are invited to join the
First Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church family for the culmination of their Unity Day
activities.
The final worship service
will take place Sun., Oct. 27
during the 11o’clock hour. The

speaker for the occasion is
Reverend Joseph Gordon, the
efficient and former pastor of
Pleasant Grove Missionary
Baptist church.
Come and hear this powerful preacher as he proclaims
the word of God with the

power of the Holy Spirit. The
ministries of the church will
also be recognized at this time.
First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd St. S., where Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is
pastor.

Bethel Community Baptist Church
For 90 years, from Georgia
Baptist to Second Bethel to
Bethel Community Baptist
Church, Bethel has been “On
the Bethel Trail” providing spiritual growth to this community.
The observance of this milestone in Bethel’s history will
occur in the month of October.
EspiritDe Corps, “The
Body Spirit” is the theme our
Pastor, Dr. Manuel L. Sykes has

chosen from James 2:26. “For
the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is
dead also.” This ia our challenge for the year, to be filled, to
come to life, to unify and to
demonstrate a living faith.
Bethel will fellowship with
other churches from the community on each Wednesday at 7
p.m. in recognition of this momentous occasion. Oct. 23 Gen-

Mt. Zion Progressive

esis Worship Center Church,
Pastor Michael T. Cullbreth.
The culminating service will
take place Sunday morning
Oct. 27 at 9:30 with Pastor
Wayne E. Wilson, United Community Baptist Church. The entire community of friends and
family are invited to participate
in this celebration.
For more information,
please call 727-866-2567.

place at 7 p.m., followed by the
Generation Restored Young
Adult Choir at 8. Both are
held in the main sanctuary.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry
– Calling all Men...
The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE - Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,
CARE building, 1906 9th Ave
S, For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at 727289-6057.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is

now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our BRAND
NEW website and let’s get
connected
today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Join our email list and
have your weekly announcements and event updates delivered straight to your inbox.
Visit mzprogressive.org and
sign-up today.
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

To our Pastor, Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr.
You have a servant’s hearts, a strong love for the Lord, and has set an
authentic example through your walk of faith. We are so thankful for the wonderful
impact you have made and continuing to make in our church, community
and for all the other ways the Lord will continue to use you.
You show that you are a letter from Christ...
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God.
II CORINTHIANS 3:3 NIV

We Love and Thank God for you,
Home Going Ministry @ Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
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